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Recent Releases

A perceptive study of a brilliant, gay
Western writer

An exploration of ranch and small-town
life in California’s San Joaquin Valley

Biography of literary pioneer
Willa Cather

“A significant and welcome contribution to
scholarship on western American literature,
Montana literature, and environmental literature.”

“A magnificent book about the American West
and a multigenerational family’s ties to its
ancestral homeland and to the daunting land
of the San Joaquin Valley.”

“I cannot think of any Cather volume quite like
this one.”

—Michael P. Branch, author of Rants from the Hill

“The first book-length study to explore Savage’s
work in light of his conflicted sexuality—and thus
an important contribution to American gay and
lesbian literary studies—it sets the standard for
future studies of Savage’s West.”
—David Peterson, associate professor of English,
University of Nebraska at Omaha
Savage West: The Life and Fiction of Thomas Savage
O. Alan Weltzien
$40.00 / cloth ISBN 978-1-948908-86-3 / eISBN 978-1-948908-87-0

—Meghan Daum, author of The Problem with Everything

“In elegant prose, Frank Bergon has conjured
a complex portrait of the San Joaquin Valley of
California during the mid-1950s and beyond...”

—Timothy W. Bintrim, Professor of English,
Saint Francis University

“A masterpiece of meticulous scholarship,
exhaustive research, insightful analysis...
Becoming Willa Cather: Creation and Career is
extraordinary and unreservedly recommended.”

—Roxanne Dunbar-Ortiz, author of
Red Dirt: Growing Up Okie

—Midwest Book Review

The Toughest Kid We Knew: The Old New West (A Personal History)
Frank Bergon
$24.95 / cloth ISBN 978-1-948908-64-1/ eISBN 978-1-948908-65-8

Becoming Willa Cather: Creation and Career
Daryl W. Palmer
$39.95 / cloth ISBN 978-1-948908-27-6 / eISBN 978-1-948908-28-3
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Literary Criticism

A boundary-defying exploration of
physical bodies and movement in
American stories and history

An extensive study of the literary
and cultural left in the West

A careful analysis of how
California’s mythos and social
history were molded by its literature

Examines how one author and
musician’s work reflects much
larger social concerns in the West

“In walking alongside the
underrepresented voices in American
literature, Peregrinations invites us to
read the many footprints storying the
American landscape.”

“Adds to the already well-established
scholarship on leftist politics in
twentieth-century America.”

“A valuable study for those interested
in the environmental history of
California, the development of the
social novel, the agrarian roots of
American national identity, or the
tradition of American literary ecology.”

“If good criticism serves to elevate a
reader’s appreciation of the subject at
hand, then Under the Western Sky
certainly succeeds, underscoring
Vlautin’s position as an important voice
in postwestern American literature.”

—Studies in American Naturalism

—Western American Literature

“Offering in-depth readings of four
California social novels that address
conflicts over space and power, the
book is an original way to understand
social protest and cultural upheaval
during a time of rapid change in
California.”

“Under the Western Sky makes a
strong case for Vlautin as a resonant
voice in a new kind of West a
considerable distance from earlier
regional mythologies.”

—Great Plains Quarterly

“Hamilton deconstructs the notion
that walking is merely ‘a masculine
tradition of conquest and domination
of the American land,’ by spotlighting
several examples of Native American
and Southwest border literatures that
use walking as a means to interrogate
place and identity.”

“Offers a timely overview of the
cultural production that emerged out
of progressive social movements from
the late 19th to the early 21st century.
Weaving together social and literary
history with biographies and theory
about the cultural Left in the American
West, the contributors create a
complicated and diverse portrait of
politically-engaged critical work.”

—KCET

—Susan Kollin, Montana State University

—Western American Literature

Peregrinations: Walking in American Literature
Amy T. Hamilton
$44.95 / cloth ISBN 978-1-943859-64-1 /
eISBN 978-1-943859-65-8

Left in the West: Literature, Culture, and
Progressive Politics in the American West
Edited by Gioia Woods
$34.95 / paper ISBN 978-1-943859-92-4
eISBN 978-1-943859-94-8

—O. Alan Weltzien,
University of Montana Western

—Jan Goggans, University of California, Merced
The End of Eden: Agrarian Spaces and the Rise of
the California Social Novel
Terry Beers
$49.95 / cloth ISBN 978-1-943859-56-6
eISBN 978-1-943859-57-3
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Under the Western Sky: Essays on the Fiction and
Music of Willy Vlautin
Edited by Neil Campbell
$34.95 / paper ISBN 978-1-943859-58-0
eISBN 978-1-943859-59-7
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Fiction

An engaging novel set against the
historic backdrop of Westward expansion

Raw and piercing stories spotlight the
voices of America’s forever wars

“A historical love story about the American
West and the need for human connections...
Most appealing for the scenery it captures, the
book devotes paragraphs to the magnificence
of the Nevada countryside. It captures big skies
and scorching deserts as its characters wage an
unwinnable struggle against nature.”

“A live-wire collection full of characters who
aren’t afraid to bare their souls.”

—Foreword Reviews

“Barber’s exquisite prose captures the beauty
and the grandeur of the arid red rock country.”

—Sara Nović, author of Girl at War

“Acceleration Hours should haunt a nation that
has for a generation now sent the least among us
around the globe to dominate and humiliate the
least among Them—all in service of an empire
estranged from its ideals. This collection should
wake us up; it has the power to change us.”

A deadly explosion at a Las Vegas
chemical plant forces an afflicted cast of
characters to reevaluate their lives
“ This book is a love letter to Las Vegas, the
western desert, and, most of all, the mysteries of
the human heart.”
—Charles Bock, New York Times bestselling author of
Beautiful Children and Alice & Oliver

“Through his storytelling, a nuanced and intimate
Las Vegas—a town full of both heartache and
love—comes alive.”

—Michele Morris, author of The Cowboy Life

—Dan O’Brien, author of War Reporter and
The Body of an American

—Edan Lepucki, New York Times bestselling author of
California and Woman No. 17

The Desert Between Us: A Novel
Phyllis Barber
$27.95 / cloth ISBN 978-1-948908-56-6 / eISBN 978-1-948908-57-3

Acceleration Hours: Stories
Jesse Goolsby
$24.00 / cloth ISBN 978-1-948908-62-7 / eISBN 978-1-948908-63-4

The Brightest Place in the World: A Novel
David Philip Mullins
$24.95 / cloth ISBN 978-1-948908-41-2 / eISBN 978-1-948908-55-9
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Nonfiction

Ruminations on the practical and
existential challenges of living an
environmentally aware life
2018 Reading the West Book Award
Nonfiction Winner
“This heartfelt, intelligent, and continuously
deepening book is a model of reflective
environmental practice, full of insight, wisdom,
struggle, and hope.”
—Western American Literature

A profound eco-memoir that ponders
all aspects of life
“Roberts expertly crafts a narrative both of the
places she’s traveled and the events that have
shaped her own emotional terrain.”
—Library Journal

“There is a certain beauty and elegance in
Roberts’s words and the rhythm and cadence of
her writing. All the while, her text exudes a deep
love and respect for the world around her. Simply
put, Here Is Where I Walk is a breath of fresh air.”
—Foreword Reviews

A powerful portrayal of the
complexities of the American West in
the twenty-first century
“The West, with its iconic landscapes, has
long served as a scenic backdrop—for photos,
paintings, movies, myths and dreams. Bergon’s
essays turn the focus on the West’s people, and
on California’s enduring appeal for newcomers.”
—High Country News

“This generous-hearted book, without a whiff
of cynicism, is, ultimately, a clear and quietly
crafted meditation on how much has been lost
of the Old West...”
—Los Angeles Review of Books

Out of the Woods: Seeing Nature in the Everyday
Julia Corbett
$17.95 / paper ISBN 978-1-943859-87-0 / eISBN 978-1-943859-88-7

Here Is Where I Walk: Episodes from a Life in the Forest
Leslie Carol Roberts
$17.95 / paper ISBN 978-1-948908-07-8 / eISBN 978-1-948908-08-5
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Two-Buck Chuck & The Marlboro Man: The Old New West, Essays
Frank Bergon
$24.95 / paper ISBN 978-1-948908-54-2 / eISBN 978-1-948908-05-4
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Nonfiction

Exploring the science and philosophy of
cosmological landscapes

A thought-provoking analysis of place,
public memory, and trauma

One man’s lifelong encounter with the
iconic granite peaks of Yosemite

“This is an unusual book in the distinctive genre
of popular science.”

“Memorials Matter offers a timely and
thoughtful examination of the ways in which the
built and natural environment shape collective
memories and national identity... a book
commendably and unabashedly of this time.”

“By situating his personal inquiry into human
meaning on a substance—intrusive granite—that
resists storytelling, Cohen takes a hard route to
grace. A perfect book for mountain people who
distrust easy answers to existential questions.”

—Western Historical Quarterly

—Jared Farmer, author of Trees in Paradise: A California
History

—Choice

“The writing is personal, thoughtful, and
emotional, but it is also clear that Lago
conducted extensive research on the topics,
whether through books and primary sources or
simply his own experiences.”
—The Journal of Arizona History

“As threats to the U.S. national park system
continue to proliferate alongside resurgent
white nationalisms, Memorials Matter proves a
timely and necessary work.”
—Nicole Seymour, author of Strange Natures

Where the Sky Touched the Earth: The Cosmological Landscapes of
the Southwest
Don Lago
$24.95 / paper ISBN 978-1-943859-34-4 / eISBN 978-0-87417-474-8

Memorials Matter: Emotion, Environment and Public Memory at
American Historical Sites
Jennifer K. Ladino
$29.95 / paper ISBN 978-1-943859-96-2 / eISBN 978-1-943859-98-6
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Granite and Grace: Seeking the Heart of Yosemite
Michael P. Cohen
$21.95 /paper ISBN 978-1-948908-16-0 / eISBN 978-1-948908-17-7

UNVPress

universitynevadapress

universitynevadapress

